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The recent events in Egypt had an unin-
tended outcome. The shutting down of the
Internet also shut out spammers in Egypt.

The global spam volume, which has been the

discussion topic for several months, appears

to have finally stopped its decline. While the

month-over-month figures were still down in

January, the uptick observed in early January

looks to become a permanent fixture of the

spam landscape. We expect to see a first

month-over-month increase in spam volume in February, which will be a first since August

2010. Spam made up 79.55 percent of all messages in January, compared with 81.69 percent in
December.

Phishing levels decreased by 16 percent this month. The decrease was attributed to a decrease
in nearly all sectors of phishing. Phishing websites created by automated toolkits decreased by
approximately 39 percent, while uniqgue URLs decreased by 1 percent. Phishing websites with IP
domains (for e.g. domains like http://255.255.255.255) decreased by about 49 percent.
Webhosting services comprised of 12 percent of all phishing activity, an increase of 19 percent
from the previous month. The number of n&mglish phishing sites increased by 5 percent.
Among the norEnglish phishing sites, French and Portuguese were the highest in January.

The following trends are highlighted in the February 2011 report:

Conclusion of Spam Volume Saga

Turmoil in Egypt Shuts Down the Spammers
Scammers Seek Support for Serrana Flood Victims
Big Brother Brasil Bait is Back

January 2011: Spam Subject Line Analysis
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